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By Jordan Crook
City Reporter
Students wishing to reside off-campus for 
the Fall 2008 semester will have a new place to 
move into when school starts in August.
Construction on the Melrose on Fourth 
apartment complex, located near the corner 
of Fourth Street and Polk Avenue, began in 
October. Completion is expected in time for 
students to live in the complex once the fall 
semester begins.
Hadley Phillips, co-owner of the property, 
said the opportunity to create the apartment 
complex started early last year when he was 
approached by the previous owner of the prop-
erty about buying the lot.
Phillips said he and Chad Phillips, his broth-
er and business partner, looked at the viability 
of the property for an apartment complex. 
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Rent program will allow 
students living there to use 
financial aid to pay rent
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Merle Schrock, of Sullivan, lays the rafters for the third floor of the Melrose on fourth apartment 
complex at fourth Street and Polk Avenue.
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By Jordan Crook
City Reporter
The statewide smoking ban in Illinois has been in 
effect for nearly three weeks, and businesses are now 
able to see how it has affected their customer base.
Doug Lerson, president of Joe’s Brewery, a bar in 
Champaign located near the University of Illinois cam-
pus, said the smoking ban has not affected his business, 
greatly due to its proximity to the campus.
He said most of the bar’s customers do not smoke, 
so the ban did not present many challenges when it 
went into effect Jan. 1.
“Some off-campus bars have been hurt, but we have 
not been affected,” Lerson said.
Even so, he said his business made an extra effort 
to accommodate those customers who are now forced 
outside to smoke.
For customers who do smoke, Lerson said the bar 
has bought more space heaters to place in outside areas 
where smokers gather during cold nights. 
While Joe’s Brewery has had little difficulty dealing 
with the smoking ban, other college student bars have 
had some problems with smoking inside their walls.
Alyssa Pohl, manager of the Panther Paw in Charles-
ton, said the bar has not lost business because of the 
ban, but some student customers have found them-
selves chafing under the restrictions.
Pohl said many student smokers are perturbed by 
the idea of going outside to smoke, then waiting in line 
again to come back into the bar.
Bar workers have investigated other ways to allow 
smokers to not have to wait in line once they go out to 
smoke but, so far, a viable solution has not been found, 
Pohl said.
“There will still be a line at some point no matter 
what we do,” Pohl said.
Most of the solutions they have considered could 
not be enacted because they would increase the risk of 
allowing underage drinkers into the bar, she said.
Melrose on Fourth slated for fall opening
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it’s been 18 days since the 
smoking ban took effect. 
have area businesses 
noticed a change?
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By Stephen Di Benedetto
Senior University Reporter
It could be the lowest increase in 
the past four years.
The proposed 6.5 percent increase 
on housing rates for the next aca-
demic year for students living in res-
idence halls is the main agenda item 
for the Board of Trustees, which 
meets at 1 p.m. today in the Grand 
Ballroom of the Martin Luther King 
Jr. University Union.
Mark Hudson, director of Hous-
ing and Dining, said half of the 
increase would go toward renovations 
in the residence halls if approved.
“This coming summer we’re doing 
a big project in Douglas (Hall) where 
we are doing several things, includ-
ing a total bathroom renovation,” 
Hudson said. 
The other half of the increase 
would go toward inflation increases 
on utilities and food, he added.
He said Housing and Dining has 
multiple-year contracts with utility 
companies and food distributors that 
project costs in the future.
“We don’t know every single dol-
lar, but we are making projections 
based on what the market is telling 
us,” Hudson said.
The housing rates cover residence 
halls, Greek Court and university 
apartments like University Court.
If a student living in a residence 
hall or Greek Court has a 12-meal 
plan plus $100 dining dollars, the 
student will have to pay a $223 
increase from the housing rate of this 
current academic year.
The proposed 6.5 increase, how-
ever, is the lowest in some time.
This year, the rate is at 6.95 per-
cent. In 2006-2007, it was 7.5 per-
cent, and it was 7.77 percent in 
2005-2006.
The reason for the high increases 
the past few years was wage increases.
“It was particularly high for a cou-
ple of those years because of the sig-
nificant increase in minimum wage,” 
Hudson said. “We have a lot of stu-
dents that work for us, and the mini-
mum wage went up 18 percent.”
Housing and Dining had to recoup 
those dollars, and the office did this 
with the rate increase.
Hurricane Katrina affected the 
utility market significantly in the 
past few years, too, Hudson added.
The bond revenue committee also 
decides the housing rate for each aca-
demic year.
The committee is comprised of 
three Student Government members 
selected by the student body president 
and three members selected by the 
Residence Hall Association president.
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Board 
to decide 
housing 
rates
half of the proposed 
increase would go to 
hall renovations
Senior political science major Joe McNicholas stands alone while smoking a 
cigarette on a chilly Thursday night outside Moose Lodge during bingo. 
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ban leaves smokers cold
NEWS 
EIU WEATHER 
FRIDAY 
Mostly Sunny 
W5-10mph 
WEATHER BRIEF 
Today there is a chance of some early precipitation. 
We'll see a slight rise in temperature tomorrow. Also, 
expect a light to moderate mixture of rain and snow 
to move through the area Sunday. 
For current conditions visit EIU WeatherCenter at www.eiu.edu/~wearher 
ENTERTAINMENT I A DAILY LOOK 
Directors contract may settle writers strike 
The Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - Hollywood 
directors reached a tentative contract 
deal Thursday with studios, a devel-
opment that could turn up the pres-
sure on striking writers to settle their 
2-month-old walkout that has idled 
production on dozens ofTV shows. 
Among other things, the agree-
ment increases both wages and resid-
uals for each year of the contract. 
It also establishes guild jurisdic-
tion over programs produced for dis-
tribution on the Internet and sets a 
new residuals formula for paid Inter-
net downloads that essentially dou-
bles the rate currently paid by em-
ployers, the guild said. It also set re-
sidual rates for ad-supported stream-
ing and use of clips on the Internet. 
Payment for programs offered on 
the Internet is a key sticking point 
between the studios and striking 
writers. 
The Writers Guild of America 
did not immediately respond to an 
e-mail request for comment on the 
deal. Talks between writers and the 
Alliance of Motion Picture and Tele-
vision Producers, which represents 
studios, broke off on Dec. 7 
The alliance said the agreement 
with directors establishes an impor-
tant precedent. 
The alliance expressed hope that 
the deal would help end what it 
called an extremely difficult period 
for the industry. 
It also called on the writers guild 
to engage in a series of informal dis-
cussions to determine if there was a 
reasonable basis for returning to the 
bargaining table. 
Tisdale has no regrets 
about plastic surgery 
NEW YORK- Ashley Tisdale 
says she was somewhat distressed 
when she first saw her new profile af-
ter her recent nose job. 
Tisdale says she doesn't regret 
having the surgery but is sorry she 
decided to sing in public two weeks 
later. 
Since performing at last month's 
ZlOO Jingle Ball concert in New 
York, she has suffered a backlash 
from fans who say they barely recog-
nize the 22-year-old actress. 
Paparazzi arrested after 
chasing Spears' car 
LOS ANGELES - Four pa-
parazzi have been arrested for reck-
less driving while chasing Britney 
Spears' car in the San Fernando Val-
ley. 
Los Angeles police Lt. Mario Mu-
noz said officers observed several cars 
following a white Mercedes-Benz 
around 11:30 p.m. Wednesday in 
Mission Hills. 
The cars were following Spears' 
car too closely and traveling at un-
safe speed. 
They also made several unsafe 
lane changes, authorities said. 
Photo of the day: Quite a throw 
BRYCE PEAK I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Anthropology professor Donald Holly throughs a spear using a prehistoric tool called an atlatel as part of his Archae-
ology of the Earliest Civilizations course Wednesday at the intramural fields. 
WHAT THE ... I WEIRD, UNEXPECTED, BIZARRE NEWS 
Packers fan accidentally shreds playoff ticket 
The Associated Press 
RACINE, Wis. -A little housecleaning nearly cost 
the Rev. Walter Hermanns a seat at Sunday's National 
Football Conference championship game. 
H ermanns, who has multiple sclerosis and uses a 
wheelchair, was getting some help from a friend last 
Friday when he asked him to take care of a stack of pa-
pers left in a bin for shredding. 
When his friend got to four Green Bay Packers tick-
ets bundled together with a mbber band, he took off 
the band, put one in the shredder and then stopped 
short. 
"Something rang a bell and he said, 'Are you sure 
you want to shred these?"' Hermanns said. 
Too late. The ticket was in shreds. 
They emptied the shredder, collected pieces of the 
ticket and put them in a plastic bag. A call to the Pack-
ers' ticket office remedied the situation, but not with-
out some explaining. 
"It almost sounded like they had heard crazy stories 
like this before," Hermanns said. 
It helped that he had purchased the tickets with a 
credit card, still had three remaining tickets and had 
gotten the tickets through a special lottery for handi-
capped-accessible seats. 
Vibrator triggers bomb scare in Sweden 
STOCKHOL\1, Sweden - A Swedish bomb squad 
called out to disarm a suspicious package on Wednes-
day did not find a ticking bomb. But they did find a vi-
brating sex toy. 
A janitor alerted police after he found the pack-
age in a garage of an apartment building in Goteborg, 
the country's second-largest dry, police spokesman Jan 
Strannegard said. 
The package was humming and vibrating suspi-
ciously, so police took no chances and sent out a team 
of explosives experts. 
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FUTUREGEN: ACROSS THE NATION? 
Suggested plan would 
create five FutureGen 
sites across country 
By Marco Santana 
Staff Reporter 
David Wortman doesn't want to 
see FutureGen scattered throughout 
the country. 
Wortman, Mattoon's public 
works director, looks forward to hav-
ing the eyes of the world on his city. 
But disagreements berween 
FutureGen Alliance and the U.S. 
Department of Energy about a final 
structure for the project have lefi: 
him wondering what will happen. 
"We're really hoping it gets 
worked out," he said. "I think it's 
an important project for the state, 
nation and the world. I hope we can 
move forward so we can get results 
CAMPUS I TARBLE ARTS CENTER 
as soon as possible." 
Reports last week indicated 
FutureGen, a $1.8 billion near-zero 
emissions, coal-powered energy plant 
that had initially been proposed as a 
single-location project, might end 
up being scattered among up to five 
sites in the United States. 
FutureGen Alliance selected 
Mattoon as the plant's future site 
last month. The selection followed 
more than a year of competition 
with three other sites - one in Tusc-
ola and rwo in Texas. 
Rep. Chapin Rose, R-Mahomet, 
said Martoon's persistence should be 
rewarded with a single-location site. 
"I think the effort the state of Illi-
nois put forward to lure FutureGen 
to our state was top-notch," he said. 
"I am glad the alliance made the 
decision it did. I think they realized 
the success is dependent on a single 
location; they realized it'd be expen-
sive to break it up." 
The Department of Energy must 
issue a Record of Decision, a step 
FutureGen Alliance needs to move 
forward. All federal funds must have 
a Record of Decision before they can 
be appropriated. 
DOE spokesperson Julie Ruggie-
ro said the department will release 
the decision within a few weeks. 
Although the process has to be 
held up until the decision is made, 
FutureGen Alliance spokesperson 
Lawrence Pacheco said the group's 
main concern is keeping the project 
on schedule and making progress. 
But he said the timeline is now in 
the Department of Energy's hands. 
"We will have to wait and see 
the DOE's decision," he said. "The 
alliance is committed to building 
FutureGen in Mattoon and is work-
ing diligently to make it a reality." 
Angela Griffin, president of Coles 
Together, an economic development 
group for Coles County, said putting 
together a package artractive enough 
to bring FunueGen to Mattoon pre-
pared the group for the standstill. 
"This rwo-year process and wait-
ing period has taught us many 
things, not the least of which is how 
to temper our emotions relative to 
this project," she said. 
"What we are going through 
now is challenging, even daunting, 
at times. But it's worth the time, the 
effort and the fight." 
Wortman said Mattoon would 
experience a large jump in notoriety 
if the plant stays in Mattoon. 
"It can make the town known 
throughout the nation and world," 
he said. '1f the plant gets built, it 
will be huge." 
Marco Santana can be reached 
at 581-7942 or at masantana@eiu. 
Foam, bread equal art for installation 
By Ashley Mefford 
Senior Campus Reporter 
Pat Badani uses bread bowls in 
her art. 
Badani, a media interactive instal-
lation artist and professor at Illinois 
State University, spoke about her 
unique art materials Thursday night 
at the Tarble Arts Center. The lec-
ture was tided "[In Time Time.]" 
Badani worked at a bakery in Par-
is before she moved to the U.S. She 
used actual bread bowls and foam to 
create pieces of art. 
For Badani, these pieces of art 
were more then just bread and foam. 
They were a metaphor. 
Glen Hild, chair of the art depart-
ment, found the art to be creative. 
"The bread bowls were the most 
interesting," Hild said. 
Badani said the bread bowls 
"show how carving a space hap-
pens when an immigrant comes to a 
country." 
CAMPUS I EASTERN PRESIDENT 
Pat Badani uses imaginative art materials to construct her media interac-
tive installation pieces, from bread bowls to foam materials. 
These bread bowls were just the 
beginning. Much of Badani's work is 
done online. 
She has a Web site with videos 
of people from different countries 
being interviewed about their lives. 
Badani said she likes to engage 
people in her work. She has collected 
130 video clips and uses 55 online. 
"Ideal Place" is an example of 
work with different ideas and views. 
"People were able to post ideas 
of what made them feel at home," 
Badani said. People could do this by 
writing on a wall where people wrote 
what an ideal world meant to them. 
Badani also used art for her sto-
rytelling. 
"Storytelling is something I'm 
trying to get away from. In story-
telling, there is a beginning and an 
end," Badani said. 
She used this idea with a piece 
called "[8 - bits]," an eight minute 
video with her father, who recently 
passed away. 
"It's great to hear an artist in their 
own words and working methods," 
said Kit Morice, curator of educa-
tion at the Tarble Arts Center. 
Ashley Mefford can be reached 
at 581-7942 or at a/mefford@eiu. 
edu. 
Perry sets Eastern's overall goal of'best of class' 
E-mail sent to campus 
Tuesday detailed 
university priorities 
By Stephen Oi Benedetto and 
Barbara Harrington 
Senior University Reporter and 
University Reporter 
Planning to turn President Bill 
Perry's dream into reality will start 
this semester. 
Perry sent out a campus-wide e-
mail Tuesday detailing the goals and 
priorities he wants achieved during 
his time as president of the univer-
sity. 
The overall goal is to become best 
of class in integrating the academ-
ic and personal development of stu-
dents. 
Best of class is when a universi-
ty is regarded as best in the nation 
in terms of what the university val-
ues most. 
"The point is, we are already 
doing that - and we are doing that 
well," Perry said of making Eastern 
best of class. 
The values people have within 
the university are excellence, person-
a! relationships, service and opportu-
nity, he added. 
"That is a real powerful combina-
tion," Perry said. ''I'm not saying we 
are the only school that is like that. I 
think we can be the best at it." 
He said he thinks Eastern can be 
the best at the academic and person-
al development of students because 
the pieces are already in place. 
Eastern is not a large school, 
which allows for a strong personal 
connection berween faculty and stu-
dents, he said. 
Being the best of class in this area 
will also prepare students for life 
after they graduate, Perry added. 
"The kind of things we have to 
prepare our students for is to work 
in a knowledge economy, participate 
in a volunteer society, compete in a 
global arena and be able to learn life-
long," he said. 
As for achieving this goal, Perry 
said planning would start right away. 
He said discussions will happen 
across the departments, the colleges 
and the vice-presidential divisions. 
"Good ideas can come from any-
where," Perry said. "Our job this 
spring is to get a significant amount 
of planning done." 
To accomplish his best of class 
goal, Perry also established five pri-
orities in his e-mail Tuesday: to 
enhance service and leadership 
opportunities for students, enhance 
the study abroad and honors pro-
grams, enhance support for excel-
lence in faculty scholarship and 
teaching, and enhance the fine arts 
programming. 
These priorities stem from his 
meetings with campus constituents 
that took place from Aug. 1 to the 
end of November. He met with more 
than 40 groups during that time. 
Perry said in these meetings the 
idea of service, the value of person-
al relationships, accessibility to East-
ern's education and excellence in 
teaching all stood out. 
"Those were four things that 
stood out again, again and again," 
Perry said. "These were reoccurring 
themes that were discussed." 
People within the constituency 
touted Eastern's programs like the 
master's program, he said. 
"Some people said we needed 
to do a better job in marketing and 
fundraising," Perry said. "I agree." 
Discussions this spring would 
also include how to market the uni-
versity better and how to improve 
fi.mdraising, he said. 
"Every group is going to have an 
opportunity to make a contribution 
in one way or another," Perry said. 
While many faculty members 
have not yet read Perry's e-mail to 
the university community, Bonnie 
Irwin, dean of the honors college, 
said she believes Perry addressed 
issues and goals important to the 
university. 
She said she was happy to see dif-
ferent programs, including honors, 
mentioned in Perry's letter. 
"I thought he really did a good 
job of listening to a lot of peo-
ple across campus," Irwin said. '1 
think he's hit on the most important 
points." 
Irwin said she is anxious to see 
what will happen as a result of Per-
ry's letter. 
"It will be interesting to see what 
the letter means in terms of where 
we're going to go from here," she 
said. 
Stephen Di Benedetto and Bar-
bara Harrington can be reached at 
581-7945 or at sdibenedetto@eiu. 
edu or at bjharrington@eiu.edu. 
CAMPUS BRIEFS 
Withdraw deadline 
set for today 
The deadline to withdraw from 
classes or reduce a student's 
course load is today. 
Other deadlines pertaining to 
students' academic schedule are 
today. 
Students can drop hours and 
not be charged, submit credit 
or no credit requests and drop a 
class without a grade, all by 4 p.m. 
today. 
Food Court hours 
change for the holiday 
The University food court, 
located in the Martin Luther King 
Jr. University Union, will be open 
from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday 
through Sunday. 
All other dining centers will be 
consolidated to Taylor Dining 
Center because of the three-day 
weekend in honor of Martin 
Luther King Jr:s birthday. 
No classes will be held Monday 
because of the holiday. 
Library hours changed 
for weekend 
Mary J. Booth Library will be 
closed Sunday and Monday for 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Nor-
mal library hours will resume on 
Tuesday. 
Cleaning out the winter 
closet of coats 
Today is the final day for a win-
ter coat drive, sponsored by the 
Office of Orientation. 
Collection of new or gently used 
coats will take place today until 
Friday. 
Individuals can drop off the 
coats at the Carman Hall lobby, 
Taylor Hall lobby or in the Union 
outside of the Food Court. 
Little Pink Panthers 
clinic next Saturday 
Eastern's Pink Panthers are 
holding a dance clinic Jan. 26 for 
children from pre-kindergarten 
through sixth grade (ages 4-12) in 
the Student Recreation Center. 
The registration cost is $20 per 
child (or $15 if made by today). 
The fee includes a Pink Panther 
T-shirt that must be worn during 
the performance, dance instruc-
tion, admission to the basketball 
game and a Pink Panther poster. 
DVDs of the event will be avail-
able for purchase on the day of 
the performance. 
More details on the clinic, 
including a registration form, may 
be found on the Pink Panthers 
Web site at http://www.eiu. 
edu/-pinkpan. 
For more information, please 
call Lisa Dallas, Pink Panther 
coach and adviser, at 581-3716. 
- Compiled by Editor in Chief Matt 
Daniels 
COMMENTS, CORRECTIONS OR 
EVENTS 
To report any errors, local events 
or general suggestions for future 
editions, please contact our Edi-
tor in Chief, Matt Daniels, via: 
Phone 1581-7936, 
E-mail I DENeic@gmail.com 
Office visit 11 811 Buzzard Hall 
DAILY 
EASTERN NEWS 
"Tell the truth and don't be afraid." 
EDITORIAL BOARD 
Opinions Editor 
Nicole Weskerna 
Editor in Chief 
Matt Daniels 
Managing Editor 
Kristina Peters 
News Editor 
Nora Maberry 
Sports Editor 
Scott Richey 
Photo Editor 
John Bailey 
Online Editor 
Chris Essig 
Other Views on News 
NO EDWARDS, NO ROMNEY 
U. Mississippi - It has been my 
contention over the last few weeks that 
every man and woman mnning for 
president - even Mike Gravel - had, 
despite each of their flaws, enough 
amber waves of executive fortitude to 
lead the land of the free and the home 
of the brave. But, over winter break, 
two things happened. 
First, six presidential aspirants -
- Democrats Joe Biden, Chris Dodd, 
Mike Gravel and Bill Richardson and 
Republicans Tom Tancred and Duncan 
Hunter -- decided they did not have the 
purple mountains of money necessary 
to continue their bids. 
Then two men did just enough to 
convince me that, despite my exhor-
tations to the contrary, they have no 
redeeming qualities. 
John Edwards and Mitt Romney. 
Neither of these men should, under any 
circumstances, be president. 
The Bad: John Edwards is danger-
ously unqualified for the presidency 
today. 
From the sweet, Southern pre-
Obama from 2004 or the fiery mix 
ofWilliam Jennings Bryan and Hugo 
Chavez that now promises to fight for 
change, the former senator from North 
Carolina lacks real credibility. 
Perhaps the inexplicably disappoint-
ing presidential campaigns of]ohn 
Edwards and Mirt Romney are them-
selves evidence that, even on some eso-
teric level, these men are not meant to 
lead this country. 
Ron McNeal 
Daily Mississippian 
EDITORIAL POLICY 
The editorial is the majority opinion 
of The DEN editorial board. Reach 
the opinions editor at: 
DENopinions@gmail.com 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Letters to the editor can be 
submitted at any time on any topic to 
the Opinions Editor to be published 
in The Daily Eastern News. The Daily 
Eastern News' policy is to run all letters 
that are not libelous or potentially 
harmful. They must be less than 250 
words. 
Letters to the editor can be brought 
in with identification to The DEN 
at 1811 Buzzard Hall or submitted 
electronically from the author's EIU 
e-mail address to DENopinions@gmail. 
com. 
CONTINUE THE DEBATE 
• 
ONLINE 
• Extended letters 
• Forums for all content 
www.dennews.com 
Drawn from the news I David Pen nell 
STAFF EDITORIAL 
Keeping the campus master 
plan fresh will benefit us all 
T he last time the campus master plan was updated was in 2002. The Board ofTrust-ees first approved a master plan in 1999, 
when plans for the Doudna Fine Arts Center 
were proposed. 
A review of the master plan is well overdue. 
This plan is important for the academic develop-
ment of the students who artend this university. 
The projects in the plan have longevity and are 
well thought out. Nearly every facet of the plan 
is wrought at the beginning and goes through a 
work order process that includes pre-design and 
cost estimations, right down to scheduling the 
work. 
Achieving all facets of a campus master plan 
is complex. It filters through nine specific steps 
before completion, and four people are in charge 
of special areas concerning renovations and alter-
ations. 
In this department, there's a project coordina-
tor, an electrician foreman, a construction design-
er and a carpenter foreman. 
These are the people whom examine every 
detail of every pro-
OUR VIEW 
• Situation: The campus master plan is a 15-
year projection of how to improve learning fa-
cilities on campus. 
• Stance: There is no requirement for how of-
ten the plan should be updated. It is reviewed 
every five years but should be updated sooner. 
of five will give the plan a more finite continuity 
and offer the best possible approach to tackling 
every project. 
Shrake said, "The update involves facilities, 
academics and administration sitting down to 
inform facilities what is changing in the academic 
world so that we can plan for infrastructure proj-
ects that will dovetail with academic research or 
program changes." 
Eastern is in the second phase of the 15-year 
plan. Doudna's completion will be a triumph for 
the creators of the plan and other items on the 
master plan budget can be tackled. The admin-
istrators on the committee in charge of the mas-
ter plan must meet to 
posal and administra-
tors allow 15 years to 
complete the finish-
ing product. 
Because enough 
people are involved 
in the process of get-
ting the master plan 
underway, it would 
"They put a lot of effort into 
making sure students are 
able to benefit from the best 
possible learning facility." 
discuss campus plans 
and make any chang-
es. 
Right now, there 
is no requirement for 
how frequently this 
committee meets -
not be a problem to review and revise a plan that 
is so meticulously examined in the beginning. 
Steve Shrake, manager of design and construc-
tion of the renovations and alterations depart-
ment, said there is no requirement for how often 
the campus master plan is reviewed, but he 
believes it should be looked at about every five 
years. 
The commirtee making these plans puts a lot 
of effort into making sure students are able to 
benefit from the best possible learning facility. 
The life on this campus changes much faster 
than that, technologically and academically, and 
students here need a plan that will meet these 
demands. 
This is what the plan sets out to do, but with 
how rapidly our technology is changing and with 
new environmental-friendly energy options, the 
plan should be reviewed and updated more reg-
ularly. 
The commirtee in charge of reviewing it 
should be required to check over every detail that 
took so much effort to plan and make sure it's 
supplementary to Eastern. 
The plan sets a time line that stretches a whole 
15 years and contains specific objectives in which 
every detail should be considered and every 
ambition should be fulfilled to it fullest potential. 
Not only are there long-term projects on the 
plan, but short-term as well. 
Reviewing the plan every two years instead 
but there should be. 
Discussing the 
completion of projects in the plan more frequent-
ly than every five years would benefit students 
and better fulfill the academic needs in class-
rooms and other facilities on campus. 
Gary Reed, director of facilities planning and 
management, said the plan is referenced when 
it's time to build a new facility or change the use 
of an area on campus. He said, "The master plan 
needs to be kept fresh, always reflecting the direc-
tion for the 'physical' EIU as dictated by our 
administration and board." 
It's awfully difficult to keep a "fresh" plan 
when the projects lined up are only looked at 
when a specific project pops up. 
Some plans to improve energy efficiency were 
put in place more than I 0 years ago. Since then, 
several energy-efficient options have sprung up 
that were not options a decade ago. It makes 
sense to review, upgrade and make changes as 
they apply. 
Eastern would possibly save money by imple-
menting the best possible technology avail-
able instead of spending the money to make an 
upgrade down the road. 
The point of having a master plan is to ensure 
that our buildings are updated to the best avail-
able technology to aid students academically. 
If administrators met every two years instead 
of five years, the plan would be fresh and up to 
date, and it would serve the students on this cam-
pus more effectively. 
RICK KAMBIC 
Fighting 'nice-
guy syndrome' 
"Trust me, Rick, I'm not worth it. 
You're just a nice guy." These words were 
spoken to me two nights ago and were 
followed by an uncomfortable silence. 
The silence was uncomfortable because 
I couldn't understand why a woman 
wouldn't want to date a nice guy. And 
what does "JUST a nice guy" mean? Do I 
need to be a nice guy AND rich? 
The term "nice guy" has become an 
offensive label to many young men like 
me. I refer to our situations as having a 
personality disorder called "nice-guy syn-
drome." I feel like more women on cam-
pus are infatuated with alcohol and ani-
malistic guys. The actual problem is that 
we nice guys are cursed with maturing 
faster than other college students. 
The University Chronicle published 
the findings of several studies on dating 
habits in a 2003 article. 
David Buss, a professor at the Univer-
sity ofTexas in Austin, was quoted in the 
article as saying nearly half of2,484 Mid-
western residents aged 20 to 65 admit-
ted to stealing - or borrowing - someone 
else's wife, husband, girlfriend or boy-
friend. 
"Two frequent behaviors are described 
as 'mate poaching,' an attempt to mess 
with an existing romantic relationship, 
and 'mate guarding,' a counterstrategy to 
ward off interlopers," the article read. 
Experiences have led me to feel like 
many nice guys are victims of mate 
guarding and kept in women's back pock-
ets until someone more exciting comes 
around. 
Men do this as well, and it angers me 
when I see a friend doing this to an amaz-
ing woman. 
But when the relationship finally ends, 
I see the same woman with a new guy 
who is exactly like my friend. 
Are we really subject to psychologi-
cal dating habits and do we seek out the 
same people over and over again? 
Maybe those 1,242 people in Buss' 
study were locked into a dead-end rela-
tionship for so long that they didn't know 
how to communicate with or become 
attracted to non-abusive partners. 
Avoiding a life-long cycle of accept-
ing second best is why us nice guys need 
to change our ways now while we're still 
young enough and inexperienced enough 
to see what we want. 
The niceness ends here. I do not want 
to be a jerk, but will I allow women to 
take me for a ride until their ex-boy-
friends return for more. Let's step up 
our self-control and be more selective in 
whom we decide to pursue. 
Women need to start making us hap-
py before we commit our time and effort 
into a skeptical situation. 
One common misunderstanding is 
that only sex makes us happy. Yes, sex is 
worthwhile, but there's more to a rela-
tionship than just sex. 
The happiness I refer to is effort. 
Something so simple as watching Fami-
ly Guy together every other night is hap-
piness. 
Talking on the phone every night 
before bed is happiness. Let's start a revo-
lution by chasing the worthwhile women 
and showing them how simply happiness 
can build the foundation of a relationship 
and instill trust. 
I refuse to be just another statistic in 
Buss' next smdy. 
Rick Kambic is a junwr journalism 
major. He can be reached at 581-7942 or 
l)J:JVopinio~~ailcom 
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CAMPUS I CELEBRATION 
In the name of the King 
Candlelight vigil, 
march planned for 
Monday's holiday 
By Emily Zulz 
Activities Reporter 
Martin Luther King Jr. had a 
dream. 
"Our students need to realize that 
they, too, can have a dream through 
peace and unity," said Mona Daven-
port, director of minority affairs. 
Students can be part of that 
dream Monday during the candle-
light vigil sponsored by Alpha Phi 
Alpha in honor of King. The vig-
il will assemble in the Thomas Hall 
lobby at 6 p.m. and march to the 
Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union. 
Davenport said the march is like 
Eastern's own March on Washing-
ton, with participants "predicting a 
day when the promise of freedom 
and equality" will be for all. 
"The march is important because 
the students of EIU - all students -
should never forget the legacy of Dr. 
King Jr., and the students should 
always remember his life and accom-
plishments," Davenport said. 
Chris Jones, a senior philosophy 
major and president of Alpha Phi 
Alpha, said his fraternity marches 
every year because King was a mem-
ber of the fraternity. 
"It kind of sets the pace for the 
rest of campus," Jones said. "It kind 
of brings us together for a common 
goal and purpose." 
He said that common goal is to 
promote peace. 
"It's to remind campus. Even 
though the ' I have a dream' speech 
LOCAL I DOWNTOWN CHANGES 
was years ago, it's just a constant 
reminder that we need to live this in 
our everyday life," Jones said. 
Jones has participated in the can-
dlelight vigil since his freshman year 
and has contributed to planning the 
event the past two years. He said he 
is proud to be in the same organiza-
tion as the great leader and prolific 
thinker. 
"You don't really realize it until 
later, but it's something that's way 
bigger than yourself," Jones said. 
"And so, to put something on like 
this, it just really shows up great. 
It makes you feel great about what 
you're doing." 
The march sets the pace for the 
semester by bringing different orga-
nizations together to march for King 
and unite campus, Jones said. 
"When you start off united, it 
just generally makes the rest of the 
semester go pretty smooth," Jones 
said. "When you start together, kind 
of try and finish together." 
Davenport said the event helps 
bring together students from all 
races to "understand and embrace 
equality for all." 
Once the march concludes at 
the Union, a keynote speaker will 
address the group. 
This year's speaker is Dr. Chandra 
Gill. Gill is the co-host of Chicago's 
first hip-hop talk radio show. She is 
the executive director of Loop Lab, 
a charter school in downtown Chi-
cago with a 90 percent black enroll-
ment. 
Jones said it was important to the 
Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity to have 
Gill as a speaker because it usual-
ly features male speakers - but this 
year, the group wanted to do some-
thing different. 
Minority affairs and the Union 
are working with the fraternity for 
the march. 
Cathy Engelkes, deputy direc-
tor for the Union, said the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day celebration this 
year is special. 
This year marks the 50'h Anniver-
sary of the opening of the Union. 
Engelkes said she appreciated 
Alpha Phi Alpha's collaboration this 
year with the Union, even though 
the Union has not been involved 
every year. 
It will help the Union kick off 
the celebration of its 50'h anniversa-
ry, she said. 
Refreshments provided by the 
Union will be supplied after the pro-
gram. 
Emiy lutz can be contacted at or 
at 581-7943 orateazulz@eiu.edu. 
Ongoing City Hall construction takes shape 
Renovations to make 
building compliant 
with Americans with 
Disabilities Act 
By Matt Hopf 
City Editor 
The elevator currently in Charles-
ton City Hall is the same eleva-
tor that was in the building when it 
opened in 1964. 
It can take up to a minute to 
ascend one floor in the small eleva-
tor. 
Charleston City Planner Jeff Fin-
ley said the elevator is old and tired -
and a lot of the same problems keep 
happening. 
Whenever it is in need of repairs, 
parts are not easy to find. 
'1 think it is long overdue," lnyart 
said. "It will greatly improve the 
appearance of the building, making 
it a better 'fit' to the rest of down-
town." 
The city is also getting rid of 
the overhead electrical wires to the 
building, which will also save mon-
ey by upgrading the electric service 
to the building. 
Other parts of the project include 
making the bathrooms handicapped-
accessible. 
Finley said $540,000 of the proj-
ect was contracted out, while city 
crews will do $100,000 of the work. 
During winter months, the city 
plans inside jobs for employees who 
mainly work outdoors. 
"You don't want to have to lay 
anyone off," Finley said. "We plan 
inside projects to stay good and 
busy." 
"Parts have to be hand-fabricated 
to get it back in service," Finley said. 
Creating a new elevator is a main 
focus of the ongoing construction at 
City Hall, which began in the fall. 
Jason Walters applies PVC cement to a pipe in the men's room on the second floor of City Hall last Thursday. 
While Finley expects the elevator 
to be operational within the next 45 
days, the insulation will not be com-
pleted until warmer weather. 
Finley said this is the last phase of 
making the building compliant with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Currently, construction crews are 
building a new elevator shaft and 
entrance to the building. 
Other than a new elevator, win-
dows are being installed in the build-
ing after a 20-year absence. 
During the late 1980s, the city 
council voted to brick up the win-
dows because it was cheaper. 
"That particular council did not 
want to spend money to put up win-
dows," Finley said. 
The building made people feel 
like they were in a cave, he added. 
1,2,& 4 BR 
Apartments 
1 YRLEASES 
Starting June or August '08 
*New Buildings 
*Quiet Locations 
*From $240 - $495 mo per person 
For App't Ph.348-77 46 
www.CharlestoniLApts com 
Mayor John lnyart said windows 
would make the building more invit-
ing for the employees and people of 
the community. 
The windows, which are all 
installed except for the trim work, 
are energy-conserving, double-paned 
windows. 
In addition to the new windows, 
City Hall will get energy-conserving 
outdoor insulation, which will look 
like brick when completed. 
The decorative insulation is sim-
ilar to the covering of Roc's Black-
front at 410 Sixth St., Finley said. 
It would match buildings in the 
area and "not stick out like a sore 
thumb," he added. 
It can only be applied with tem-
peratures 50 degrees or higher. 
'1 am pleased with the prog-
ress to date and am looking forward 
to completion," said City Manager 
Scott Smith. 
Matt Hopf can be reached at 
581-7945 or at mthopf@eiu.edu. 
I' Bo ling Lanes - Special Holiday Hours 
Fri-Sat, .Jan 18-19 ••••••• Noon-11 :OOpm 
Sun, .Jan 20 ••••••••••••• 4:00pm-1 O:OOpm 
Mon, .Jan 21 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Ciosed 
Cosmic Bowling! 
Fri & Sat ••• 8:30pm·Ciose 
Regular Hours 
Mon-Thurs •••••• 9am-11 pm 
Fri-8at •••••• Noon-Midnight 
Sunday •••••••••••• 1 pm-11 pm 
217.581.7457 
Ma.rt:in. Luther King, Jr. 
University Un.i.on. 
Eastern Illinois University 
NEWS 
>> Smoking 
FROM PAGE 1 
As a result of customer frustra-
tion in having to wait in line over 
and over again, some have taken 
to smoking in the bathrooms. 
In order to counteract this, Pohl 
said more security personnel have 
been put in place to search bath-
rooms and keep customers from 
smoking in the building. 
Even though some of her cus-
tomers may not share her glee, 
Pohl said she is glad smoking was 
banned in all bars and restaurants 
in Illinois. 
"I really enjoy this smoking 
ban," she said. 
However, Pohl does not like 
the idea of facing fines for the 
actions of customers who defY the 
ban. 
For the first violation, the bar 
management faces a $250 fine 
which doubles to a $500 fine for 
the second offense. Any subse-
quent offenses within the span of a 
year may cost the business a mini-
mum of $2,500 in fines. 
Tite customer caught smoking 
and the manager on duty would 
also face fines of between $100 
and $250 per offense. 
"I would gladly go without the 
fine," Pohl said. 
Anyone wishing to lodge com-
plaints about smoking inside busi-
nesses should call the Illinois 
Department of Public Health's 
Smoke Free lllinois complaint 
line at (866) 973-4646. Com-
plaints can also be lodged online 
at smoke-free.illinois.gov. 
Junior foreign language major 
Anibal Magana said the Panther 
Paw is much more enjoyable now 
that smoking has been banned 
within its walls. 
Magana, a non-smoker, said 
before the smoking ban went into 
effect he had to worry about being 
burned by drunk people's ciga-
NO SMOKING 
ALLOWED 
THE BAN: 
It prohibits smoking in all 
public places, places of 
employment, and government 
vehicles. Smoking is not 
allowed within 1 S feet of any 
doors, windows that open or air 
intake vents in public places or 
places of employment. 
FINES FOR VIOLAT-
ING THE BAN: 
For a business: 
• $250 for first offense 
• $500 for second offense 
• $2,500 for any subsequent 
offense within a year of the first 
offense 
For managers/customer: 
• $100 to $250 for any offense 
TO REPORT A 
COMPLAINT: 
• Go to www.smoke-free.illinois. 
govlcomplaints.htm 
·Call the Illinois Department 
of Public Health's toll-free 
complaint line at (866) 973-
4646. 
rettes and felt like he couldn't get 
the smell out of his clothing and 
hair after a night at the bar. 
"The place reeked and there 
were clouds of smoke everywhere," 
he said. "I couldn't breathe in there 
before." 
After visiting the bar last Satur-
day night, Magana said the change 
is definitely noticeable in that it 
now allows people a comfortable, 
non-smoking environment to just 
hang out and relax in. 
"It's way better now," he said. 
"There's a big difference from what 
. " It was. 
Jordan Crook can be reached at 
581-7945 or jsaook@eiu.edu. 
>> Housing 
FROM PAGE 1 
Hadley said one of the major sell-
ing points for the property was its 
zoning designation. The property is 
designated R3, which allows a prop-
erty to have multiple residents living 
within its boundaries. 
"Titere's not a whole lot of R3 
properties in Charleston," he said. 
Hadley said many of the prop-
erties that have this kind of zoning 
clearance in the city have already 
been purchased, so he said he was 
lucky to have the opportunity to 
purchase such a property. 
Location also played a role in the 
choice to buy the lot. 
He said the apartment complex 
would probably do well because it 
is located on Fourth Street, the sec-
ond most heavily trafficked street in 
Charleston after to Lincoln Avenue. 
Hadley thinks the complex will 
be successfi.1l with students not only 
because of the proximity, but also 
because of a rent payment program 
they will institute. 
He said students on financial aid 
could make arrangements with him 
and the financial aid office to use 
the excess money from their tuition 
costs to pay for rent. 
Hadley referred to this as a "free 
deferral." 
"Essentially, whatever excess 
there is from their tuition costs can 
>> Rates 
FROM PAGE 1 
Hudson said he and his staff met 
with the committee for about 10 
hours during the course of several 
weeks. In those meetings, Hudson 
said, the whole budget is laid out 
from income to expenses. 
President Bill Perry met with 
Dan Nadler, vice president for sn1-
GROUP YEARBOOK PHOTOS 
L -\ ST CH.\1\'CE 
Any organizations are welcome 
FREE 
4:30 - 10 p.n1. 
Arcola/Tuscola Room in the l\ILK L'nion 
January 28th 
Martin Luther King Jr. University Union 
special holiday hours for 
Marlin ,0e Luther 
King 
Day 
Friday, January 18, 2008 
Building -·-·-·-·--·7:00am-11:00pm 
Copy Express..-·-·-·-7:30am-4:30pm 
Bookstore-·-·-·-·-·-8.-G0am-4:30pm 
Bowling Lanes,.,.,_, ... Noofto11:00pm 
Panther Pantry,_,.,-..S:OOalfto5:00pm 
Ticket Ofllce.-•• ·-···-·10•~:00pm 
Food Court-···-···-7:30am·11:00pm 
Java B&B.-·-·-···-··7:30am-4:00pm 
Bank.. ••• -•••-•••-••••9:00am-4:00pm 
Saturday, January 19, 2008 
Building -···-···--·7:00am-11:00pm 
Bowling Lanes..,.,_, ... Noofto11:00pm 
Food Court-···-···-11:00am-7:00pm 
All Other Operations Closed 
Sunday, January 20, 2008 
Building -···-···--11:00am-10:00pm 
Bowling Lanes..,.,_, 4:00pm-10:00pm 
Food Court-···-···-11:00am-7:00pm 
All Other Operations Closed 
Monday, January 21, 2008 
Building -···-···--11:00am-11:00pm 
Food Court-·-·-·-.. 11 :OOam-11 :OOpm 
All Other Operations Closed 
Tuesday, January 22, 2008 
Regular Hours of Operation 
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MARK HUDSON I HOUSING AND DINING DIRECTOR 
"Living on campus is supportive of the 
school's academic mission." 
be given to us," he said. '1t's a great 
advantage for people in that pro-
gram." 
Melissa Phillips, the proper-
ty manager, said this program, in 
conjunction with several other fea-
tures in the apartment complex, will 
allow students a comfortable living 
environment. 
'1t just has a combination of 
good things all in one," she said. 
Melissa said each of the fully fur-
nished apartments has two bed-
rooms, two bathrooms and a balco-
ny. 
The complex will also offer a hot 
tub room and recreational room. 
Melissa said more than half of 
the apartments have already been 
reserved and said she expects the rest 
to be reserved before the fall semes-
ter. 
Any students wishing to reserve 
an apartment can do so by contact-
ing Phillips at 217-962-0137. 
Of Eastern Illinois University's 
estimated 12,000 students, 7,000 
live off campus, according to Mark 
Hudson, director of Housing and 
Dining Services. 
Hudson said about 4,700 sUI-
dents live on campus, the majori-
dent affairs, to review what the 
committee had compiled. 
'1t looked to me like a very thor-
ough analysis," Perry said. 
Nadler said the rate is the best in 
lllinois. 
'1t is our belief that, considering 
all of the value added items in our 
program, we provide the best value 
in the state of Illinois," he said. 
Hudson said Housing and Din-
ing receives no money from the 
ty of whom live inside the residence 
halls and Greek Court, while the 
rest live in the two campus apart-
ment complexes. 
Even though many students live 
off campus, Hudson said those stu-
dents living on campus have some 
advantages over those who live off 
campus. 
He said he understands there is a 
point where students feel the need 
to move off campus, but thinks that 
on-campus living offers students an 
easier time with bills and proximity. 
He said since utility bills are paid 
through the school students have 
less to be concerned with, which 
allows them more time to spend 
studying and enjoying college life. 
"It's just a matter of how you 
want to spend your time," he said. 
Hudson said students who live on 
campus, over a period of three years, 
overall have better grade point aver-
ages than those students who live off 
campus. 
"Living on campus is supportive 
of the school's academic mission," 
he said. 
Jordan Crook can be reached at 581-
7945 or jscrook@eiu.edu. 
state, and the office prides itself 
on surveying Eastern students 
and figuring out what they want 
improved. 
"All the money we get is from 
the people who use our services," he 
said. "So, we have to do a good job 
in order for people to live with us -
or else we are not paying our bills." 
Stephen Oi Benedetto can be reached 
at 581-7945 or at sdibenedetto@eiu.edu. 
OllJ£/()f.JIVE /YIIUVIUi£/YIEIVI 
1, 2, & 3 Bedrooms 
4LOCATIONS 
Close to campus 
345-6533 
Spring and Fall 
2008 
-
4 Bed Apt. 
2 Full Bath 
Fully Furnished 
•Roomate match 
available 
•Brand new 
across from 
Lantz 
CAMPUS I APPORTIONMENT BOARD STATE I BUDGET 
Winter Wonderland approved Senate 
approves 
transit 
bailout 
AB members caution 
Student Government's 
involvement in events 
By Rick Kambic 
Student Government Reporter 
After a lengthy discussion, the 
Apportionment Board voted 7-1 to 
approve an allocation of $9,915 for 
a Winter Wonderland, proposed by 
Student Body President Cole Rog-
ers. 
Two AB members, Eric Wilber 
and Travis Bounds, abstained from 
the vote. 
"I like the idea, but I'm concerned 
about Student Government mov-
ing into event productions," Wilber 
said. "I think Student Government 
has better things they can be work-
ing on and leave these things to the 
University Board." 
If approved during next week's 
Smdent Government meeting, the 
Winter Wonderland will be at 7 p.m 
on Feb. 21 in the South Quad. 
The $7,275 for professional ser-
vices was Wilber's concern. 
He said the Winter Wonderland 
is nearly as expensive as the recent-
ly approved UB production Spring 
Fling. 
"I am completely against Student 
Government doing (event) program-
ming," Rogers said. "I do believe 
that Smdent Government is more 
of a policy-changing (organization), 
but I want to emphasize that we will 
have informational tables under the 
tent. We're more than slapping our 
name on the event because we want 
to utilize the event." 
CAMPUS I RESIDENCE HALL ASSOCIATION 
AB member Ashley Nolan agreed 
with Wilber and said Student Gov-
ernment should be more informa-
tional and should be less concerned 
with major productions. 
Despite having a seemingly one-
sided discussion, Nolan was the only 
member to vote against the propos-
al. 
'Tm worried that in the future 
there may be a stepping on toes 
between UB and Student Govern-
ment," Wilber said. 
A heated tent will be rented for 
the event at a cost of $900, sleigh 
ride services will cost $725, fire-eat-
ing performers will be contracted for 
a cost of $2,300 and $2,350 will go 
toward custom snow globes for stu-
dents to make. 
Rogers said he hopes to attract at 
least 500 smdents to the event. 
He said the proposal result-
ed from a committee comprised of 
himself, three student senators and 
two representatives from the Resi-
dence Hall Association. 
The committee began in October 
and met weekly until the end of the 
semester. 
Account Technician Laurel Fuqua 
informed AB that a remainder of 
$10,038.53 from last fiscal year has 
been added to the current budget. 
A fiscal year starts on July 1, but 
Fuqua said the rollover took until 
now for the university to confirm 
all transactions and outstanding 
bills before they could reallocate the 
fi.mds.The Student Activities Reserve 
account now has $119,025.01. 
Rick Kambic can be reached at 581-
7943 or at rwkambic@eiu.edu. 
The Associated Press 
SPRINGFIELD - State law-
makers staved off cuts and lay-
offs for one of the nation's biggest 
mass-transit systems Thursday but 
did so with sparring that exposed 
deep divisions between Chica-
go and downstate and a huge rift 
between the governor, and many 
lawmakers. 
The measure boosting regional 
taxes to provide more than $500 
million in transit aid passed 61 -
47 Thursday in the House and 
32-19 in the Senate, so it now 
becomes law. 
RHA members urged to do volunteer work Gov. Rod Blagojevich applaud-ed legislators for approving his 
changes, even if they did so 
unhappily. Transit riders in Chica-
go were glad to learn there would 
not be cutbacks but criticized law-
makers for the delay. 
Student government 
program gives 
students cha nee to 
volunteer 
By Heather Holm 
Staff Reporter 
RHA President Jarrod Scheele 
urged RHA members to take part in 
"One Campus, One Community" 
during Thursday night's meeting. 
"It (the community service pro-
gram) has received good influence in 
the past and would be a good oppor-
tunity for RHA members to get in 
their community service require-
ment," said Scherle, a pre-engineer-
ing major. 
"One Campus, One Communi-
ty," is a community service program 
sponsored by student government. 
The program involves a trip to 
two nursing homes, where students 
play bingo and have tea with the 
elderly. 
During the meeting, RHA mem-
Halo 3 lvl T Ol-fM1e\1 
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ALSO DISCUSSED DURING 
THE MEETING: 
• There will be a Super Bowl 
Party in Thomas on February 3 in 
the Thomas Party Room. 
•State Fair Night at Taylor Din-
ing Center will take place 4:30-
8:00 p.m. on Wednesday in Taylor. 
There will be cotton candy, games, 
prizes and funnel cakes served. 
• New recycling programs are 
going to be set up in all resident 
halls this semester. 
bers were urged to attend other 
events on campus as well. 
Mark H udson spoke about the 
candlelight vigil that will take place 
at 6 p.m. Monday. 
Smdents will meet in Thom-
as Hall and march to the Martin 
Luther King Jr. University Union. 
The tribute to King will feature 
keynote speaker Chandra Gill and a 
performance by the EIU Unity Gos-
pel Choir. 
"It should be a very inspirational 
event," Hudson said. 
Hudson said the event is spon-
sored by Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. 
The Office of Minority Affairs and 
the Union are helping the fraterni-
ty with the event. Hudson said the 
turnout for this event is usually p ret-
ry good, and he hopes students will 
attend the vigil. 
'1 definitely plugged it enough 
during the meeting, so I really hope 
that students come," he said after-
wards. 
Hudson told RHA members 
Housing and Dining Services will 
be sponsoring a Housing and Din-
ing Night at the next home basket-
ball game on Jan. 26. The event will 
include free food and prizes, such as 
a TV, stereo or a dorm room make-
over. 
RHA members were urged to 
attend off campus events at the 
meeting also. 
Brittany Kraft, sophomore math 
and secondary education major, told 
RHA members about the lllinois 
Residence Hall Association (IRHA). 
IRHA has held two meetings so far 
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this semester. 
Kraft is the National Commu-
nication Coordinator/lllinois Com-
munication Coordinator for RHA. 
IRHA is a leadership confer-
ence for 15 colleges in the state with 
RHA. The next meeting is going to 
be Feb. 8- 10 and hosted by Augusta-
na College. 
The University of Illinois in Chi-
cago, WIU, lllinois State Universi-
ty, SlUE, SIUC, Millikin Universi-
ty, Bradley University, DePaul Uni-
versity, Loyola University and North 
Central College are all scheduled to 
attend the meeting. 
"Eighteen people are going to the 
next meeting, including someone 
from National Resident H all Hon-
orary (NRHH) and I," Kraft said. 
"While we both go to the confer-
ence, everyone else goes to small-
er programs that help benefit their 
leadership skills." 
The next RHA meeting is Thurs-
day in Weller Hall at 5 p.m. 
Heather Holm can be reached at 581-
7943 or at haholm@eiu.edu 
"I know it's about fi.mding," 
said Mike Witiw, 32, a civil engi-
neer from Chicago. '1t shouldn't 
have come to that. There's really 
" no excuse. 
The plan increases sales and 
real estate taxes in the Chicago 
region to generate transit money. 
Without the aid, officials were set 
to slash bus and train routes, raise 
fares and lay off more than 2,000 
employees. 
Legislators approved the tax 
increase last week, but the Dem-
ocratic governor used his amen-
datory veto to send the measure 
back to the General Assembly and 
demand senior citizens across the 
state get free rides on their local 
mass transit services. 
Blagojevich's move tried to put 
lawmakers who opposed the tran-
sit bill in a tough position by forc-
ing them to vote against free rides 
for seniors, a dedicated group of 
voters. 
- ~ ~ (~  ,__, ~
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NATION I ECONOMY NATION BRIEFS 
Congress weighs tax rebates The Associated Press 
Bush accused of being 
confrontational 
The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - United for 
urgent action, the White House and 
Congress raced toward emergency 
steps Thursday to rescue the nation-
al economy from a possible reces-
sion, including tax rebates of at least 
$300 a person, and maybe as much 
as $800. 
Federal Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke endorsed the idea of put-
ting money into the hands of those 
who would spend it quickly and 
boost the flagging economy. 
All the talk of rescue efforts failed 
to soothe Wall Street. The Dow 
Jones industrials plunged 306.95 
points, underscoring deepening con-
cern about the country's economic 
health. 
The sudden scramble to take 
action came as fears mounted that 
a severe housing slump and a pain-
fit! credit crisis could cause people 
to clamp down on their spending 
and businesses to put a lid on hiring, 
throwing the country into its first 
recession since 200 I. 
President Bush told congressional 
leaders privately he favors income 
tax rebates for people and tax breaks 
for businesses, officials said. Bush 
spoke with congressional leaders 
as House aides worked behind the 
scenes on an emergency package 
that could also include more mon-
ey for food stamp recipients and the 
unemployed. 
Lawmakers and aides involved 
in the talks said participants were 
discussing options, including tax 
rebates of at least $300 for individ-
uals and likely more , with rebates of 
$800 for individuals and $I,600 for 
married couples a possibility. 
The president did not push for 
a permanent extension of his 200 I 
and 2003 tax cuts, many of which 
are due to expire in 20I 0, one official 
said. That would eliminate a poten-
tial stumbling block to swift action 
by Congress, since most Democrats 
oppose making the tax cuts perma-
POLITICS I 2008 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
nent. 
Bush planned to lay out his posi-
tion Friday, but he wasn't expected 
to go into specifics. Press secretary 
Dana Perino said he would demand 
that any package be effective, simple 
and temporary. 
Bernanke voiced his support for 
a stimulus package in an appearance 
before the House Budget Commit-
tee. 
He stressed that it must be tem-
porary and must be implemented 
quickly, so that its economic effects 
could be felt as much as possible 
within the next I2 months. 
"Putting money into the hands 
of households and firms that would 
spend it in the near term" is a prior-
ity, he said. 
Especially important is mak-
ing sure a plan can put cash into the 
hands of poor people and the middle 
class, who are most likely to spend it 
right away, he said, though he added 
that research shows afHuent people 
also spend some of their rebates. 
He declined to endorse any par-
ticular approach, but he did say he 
preferred one that would not have 
a long-term adverse impact on the 
government's budget deficit. 
Bush and congressional leaders 
from both parties consulted via con-
ference call Thursday for about 30 
minutes. 
Both sides were in agreement 
that they needed to cooperate to do 
something quickly, Perino said. 
"lhere is reason to be hopeful 
when the president recognizes there 
is a problem in the country," House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Cali£, said 
afterward. 
She has talked of a package total-
ing $IOO billion or more. House 
Republican leader John Boehner of 
Ohio spoke of a bill on the range of 
$I OO-I50 billion. 
The rush to swing behind a stim-
ulus plan underscored the political 
imperative of responding to a grow-
ing concern about the possibility of 
recession. 
CAIRO, Egypt -Iranian 
President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad said Thursday that 
President Bush sent a "message of 
confrontation" during his recent 
Mideast trip. 
Bush spent much of his visit 
to the region rallying support 
among Arab allies for a strong 
stance against Iran, calling the 
country the world's top sponsor 
of terrorism. 
"President George Bush sent a 
message to the Iranian people 
and all the nations worldwide; 
said Ahmadinejad during an 
interview in Farsi with AI-Jazeera 
television. "This message reflects 
his own conceptions and it is 
a message of rift, a message of 
sowing the seeds of division. It 
is a message of confrontation 
demeaning the dignity of 
mankind:' 
Border rules could 
mean long lines 
WASHINGTON- New border-
crossing rules that take effect 
GIULIANI PINS HOPES ON VICTORY IN FLORIDA in two weeks will mean longer lines and stiffer demands for ID, including for returning 
Americans, Homeland Security 
Secretary Michael Chertoff said 
Thursday. 
The Associated Press 
NEW YORK - Republican 
Rudy Giuliani challenged political 
convention in shrugging off early 
primaries while staking his presiden-
tial candidacy on delegate-rich, later-
voting states, a strategy that could be 
a colossal failure or a masterful cal-
culation. 
The former New York mayor 
is suffering from money woes and 
hasn't won a single primary. 
Other Republicans have been 
gobbling up delegates and nation-
al media attention, but Giuliani 
has won one key bet he placed long 
ago: Even after the first few contests, 
there would be no clear front-runner 
in the GOP field. 
As his opponents spent time, 
money and energy battling in Iowa, 
New Hampshire, Michigan and 
beyond, Giuliani shifted his resourc-
es to Florida, where he hopes its 
winner-take-all Jan. 29 primary will 
hand him 57 delegates and catapult 
him overnight to the top of the race 
for the nomination. 
He has no delegates so far. 
Mitt Romney, who won the 
Michigan primary Tuesday, leads the 
delegate race with 42, followed by 
Mike Huckabee with 32 and John 
McCain with I3. It takes I,I9I to 
win the nomination. 
Giuliani did not always pin his 
hopes on Florida. 
Initially, his campaign plan was 
multi-pronged, until he decided to 
abandon efforts in early voting Iowa 
and New Hampshire. 
His strategists originally thought 
he had a good shot at winning an 
early state or two, and at one point 
he gained ground in New Hamp-
shire, spending a chunk of cash 
there, and was also a leader in South 
Carolina polls. 
But the strategy changed along 
the way and now rests entirely on 
Florida. As Giuliani put it to report-
ers this week in Pompano Beach, 
Fla., there's no time to second-guess 
whether it was the right way to go. 
"You can't go back into the past," 
he said. "This is the strategy we 
chose; this is the one we're going to 
use. We believe in it; we believe it's 
going to work." 
The next day, a new poll showed 
his Florida lead had evaporated, and 
nationwide surveys show he has 
slipped from the front-runner place 
he once held. 
Top campaign staffers are going 
without paychecks this month to use 
every dollar they can in the state. 
Giuliani will be campaigning 
nearly every day in Florida until Jan. 
29, while his opponents still have to 
get through contests in South Caro-
lina and Nevada. 
LARGE PEPPERONI PillA ~~~~ 
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Republican presidential hopeful Rudy Giuliani speaks to home builders 
and realtors during a Greater Columbia Homebuilder's Association meet-
ing in Columbia, S.C. Giuliani will spend much of the upcoming weeks 
campaigning in Florida. 
good game 
reads the 
A driver's license won't be good 
enough to get Americans past 
a checkpoint at the Canadian or 
Mexican border, Chertoff said. 
That will be a surprise to many 
people who routinely cross 
the border with Canada, but 
Chertoff bristled at criticism that 
such extra security would be 
inconvenient. "It's time to grow 
up and recognize that if we're 
serious about this threat, we've 
got to take reasonable, measured 
but nevertheless determined 
steps to getting better security; 
he said in an interview with The 
Associated Press. 
US military deaths in 
Iraq at 3,926 
As ofThursday at least 3,926 
members of the U.S. military have 
died since the beginning of the 
Iraq war in March 2003, according 
to an Associated Press count. 
The figure includes eight military 
civilians. 
At least 3,191 died as a result of 
hostile action, according to the 
military's numbers as ofThursday. 
The AP count is three higher 
than the Defense Department's 
tally, last updated Thursday at 10 
a.m. EST. 
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MEN'S AND WOMEN'S INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD I 
MEGA M EET 
Teams return 
after long layoff 
By Dan Cusack 
Sports Reporter 
Forty-two days have passed since 
Eastern's indoor track teams had 
their last meet. 
Since their Dec. 8 Early Bird 
Invite, the Panthers have experi-
enced finals, gone home for Winter 
Break and then returned to school. 
Both the men's and women's 
indoor track teams will resume the 
indoor season Saturday at Lantz 
Fieldhouse with the Eastern Mega 
Meet, beginning at 9 a.m. with 
women's field events. 
Running events are scheduled to 
begin at IO a.m. with the women's 
3,200-meter relay. 
The final event will be the men's 
I,600-meter relay at 6:35p.m. 
More than 700 athletes from 24 
teams are scheduled to compete in 
the event. 
The Panthers will look to avenge 
a loss against Indiana State, the only 
team to defeat them at the Early 
Bird Invite. 
"Our team has been competing 
really hard all year," senior jumper 
Obe Eruteya said. "We have come 
together as a group and have been 
pushing each other really hard. So 
it's good to go out and compete 
against a good group of teams." 
Eruteya and the jumping team 
looks to be one of the stronger 
aspects of the men's team, but the 
distance runners have promise as 
well. 
In the first meet, junior David 
Holm won the one-mile run with a 
time of 4 minutes, I6.53 seconds, 
and the freshman distance medley 
relay team of Nick Kuczwara, Chad 
Aubin, Justin Helpenstine and Der-
ek Ericson won the race with a time 
of 10:26. 
Eruteya only competed in the tri-
ple jump and high jump in the first 
meet but will be competing in the 
long jump Saturday. 
For the women's team, throwers 
Nicole Walcott and Kandace Arnold 
look to build on the first meet, in 
which they had impressive show-
ings. 
Arnold, a junior, won the shot 
put; Walcott, a sophomore, finished 
second. 
'1 really hope this meet hurries up 
and goes fast so we can get to confer-
ence," Arnold said. "We are going to 
have good competition from Indi-
ana State and, like always, we want 
to beat them." 
Arnold said the team lost talent 
from last season, but the freshmen 
look impressive so far this season. 
Head women's coach Mary Wal-
lace said the Panthers should be 
competitive in the jumps with junior 
jumper Jenna Uhe, junior hurdler 
Chandra Golden and junior sprint-
er Shawana Smith. 
Dan Cusack can be reached at 581-
7944 or at dscusack@eiu.edu. 
MEN'S AND WOMEN'S SWIMMING I 
EASTERN AT VALPARAISO 
Nilsen, Panthers 
focused on Crusaders 
Team prepares for one 
of its last dual meets of 
season 
By Ross Meister 
Staff Report er 
Consistency has been the focus 
for the Panthers all season. 
Including sophomore Laura 
Nilsen. 
Nilsen is versatile because she can 
compete in the medley and freestyle 
relays if needed. 
The Panthers will count on Nilsen 
as the Eastern men's and women's 
swim teams will go up against Val-
paraiso at I p.m. Saturday in Val-
paraiso, Ind. 
She also competes in the back-
stroke, freestyle and the individual 
medley. 
Last Friday, Nilsen won the 50-
yard freestyle and the 100-yard back-
stroke and was the leadoff leg on the 
200-yard medley relay. 
"Her consistency has helped us 
tremendously," senior Jen Beresheim 
said. "We can count on her for 
points. She can go on any relay 
(team) and get points. She's helped 
our team a lot. Her consistency helps 
when we don't want to swim but she 
swims a lot. She'll get a medal in 
conference and is (not only) a swim-
mer to look out for, but also a swim-
mer that a lot of other teams know." 
Nilsen's season best IOO-yard 
backstroke time (I minute, l.OI 
seconds) from the beginning of the 
season at the Panther Invitation-
a! is faster than Valparaiso's fresh-
man Becky Crabtree's, who holds a 
I:02.34 as her season best time. 
Nilsen, who battled a knee inju-
ry last year, won the 200-yard back-
stroke event by nine seconds last sea-
son against the Cmsaders. 
"She's a real talented swimmer, 
and she's swam some good times," 
Eastern head swimming coach Ray 
Padovan said. "We've been terrible. 
We've been getting pretty thin, but 
we have some tip-top individuals. 
She's good and versatile, she's swam 
good in all of her events and is one 
of the few who have been great for 
us, as well as Patty Young, Lauren 
Zillmer and Jen Beresheim, who has 
yet to come around a bit on butter-
fly." 
Nilsen has been one of the con-
sistent point scorers for the women's 
team. She had three first-place vic-
tories against Indiana-Purdue India-
napolis. She picked up a win against 
Illinois-Chicago, Evansville and had 
five first-place victories at the Pan-
ther Invitational. 
The Orland Park native was the 
only Eastern female swimmer to 
win an event against Western lllinois 
on Nov. IO. She won the 200-yard 
individual medley and the IOO-yard 
backstroke. 
The meet will be evenly matched, 
as the men's and women's Crusad-
ers team records are 2-8 and 0-9 in 
comparison to Eastern's team records 
of3-4 and I -6. 
Ross Meister can be reached at 581-
7944 or at rwmeister@eiu.edu. 
>> Sullivan 
FROM PAGE 12 
An in-season collegiate athlete 
could be compared to a well-trained 
dog on a learned schedule. 
I say this because we start off 
with little to no discipline and over 
time come to understand our place 
and expectations. Eastern athletes 
train for six of the seven days in a 
week, with one day off to rest. Once 
the season starts, everyone looks for-
ward to the free day, planning what 
to do with their time and acting like 
a normal student for once. 
Every other day, though, athletes 
wake up, go to class, go to prac-
tice and collapse into bed at night. 
After a while, all the days seem to 
blur together into one endless rou-
tine. Game days are oftentimes the 
incentive for all the effort you put 
forth, and become what drives you 
through the week. 
Once the games begin, however, 
so does the traveling. This past fall 
soccer season, the team traveled IO 
times. The day after our season end-
ed this year, I would estimate that 
three-fourths of our team found 
themselves in the Smdent Recre-
ation Center the next day, for lack 
PEARLS BEFORE SWINE I BY STEPHAN PASTIS 
SPORTS 
of better things to do. Evenmally, 
we all got used to being regular col-
lege students, and here we are, at the 
end of our break. 
We're lifting, conditioning and 
preparing not only physically, but 
also mentally. With the loss of our 
senior class, the remaining mem-
bers of the team are going to have to 
adjust to a new style of play without 
them. 
Kaitlin Sullivan is a freshman on the 
Eastern's women's soccer team and a 
journalism major. She can be reached 
through the sports department at 581-
7944 or at DENsportsdesk@gmail.com. 
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SPORTS 
>> Trouble 
FROM PAGE 12 
"You can't not make those 
plays," Miller said. "We missed 
breakaway layups. We missed 
layups out of cuts. We missed 
shots college players should make." 
The Golden Eagles (8- 11, 5-4) used 
Eastern's offensive lapse to build 
an 11-point lead, mostly through 
Northern. Northern scored five 
points in this period, but three 
of those points were off offensive 
rebounds. 
In one possession, Northern 
missed twice but was able to tip 
the ball back to himself both times 
before he made the basket on his 
third try. 
Senior guard Bam Willhite had a 
career-high 17 points to lead Eastern. 
Willhite was instmmental in East-
ern's early run in the second half that 
trimmed TTU's lead to three points. 
He started the first half with a fast-
break layup to bring the Panthers 
within four points. A free throw 
made on a foul on another fast break 
and a runner down the middle of the 
lane brought Eastern to within three 
points. 
The Panthers played with nine 
players as sophomore guard and lead-
ing scorer Romain Martin missed his 
fourth game of the season with a 
foot injury. 
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Miller said he tried to spread 
the minutes evenly among his nine 
healthy players. He said the Panthers 
needed to stay fresh to keep attack-
ing TTU's post players. 
KARLA BROWNING I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Senior guard Bam Willhite scored a career-high 17 points in Thursday night's 74-571oss at Tennessee Tech. The Panthers loss drops them to 2-16 this 
season and 1-9 in the Ohio Valley Conference, which leaves them at the bottom of the conference. 
Eastern senior forward Jake Byrne 
recorded the first double-double 
of his career with 10 points and 12 
rebounds. 
Byrne scored in double figures 
for the second consecutive game and 
second time this season. 
"Rebounding-wise, we did much 
better," Miller said. "(Byrne and 
sophomore center Ousmane Cisse) 
did a good job along the back line 
for us." 
Eastern senior forward Bob-
by Catchings scored eight first-half 
>> Score 
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points to break the 1,000-point bar-
rier for his career, but an early run 
in with McKenzie in the second half 
limited Catchings the rest of the 
game. 
The Panthers will be back in 
action Saturday in Nashville, Tenn., 
when they take on the Tennessee 
State Tigers. 
The game can be seen nationally 
on ESPU, with tip-off at 4:30p.m. 
Scott Richey can be reached at 581-
7944 or at srrichey@eiu.edu. 
The Panthers led 30-27 at half-
time, despite trailing 15-9 at one 
point. 
The Panthers limited the play A 12-0 run in the first half was 
of TTU senior Kristina Tyler, who spurted by a 3-pointer from Sims. 
had four fouls. Tyler finished with Edwards tied the game with a 3-
17 points, but was only 4-of-13 pointer as well. Kluempers extend-
from the field and had eight points ed Eastern's lead to 24-15 with a 3-
in the second half. She only had pointer with 8:53 remaining in the 
eight points in the second half. Tyler first half. 
pulled the Golden Eagles (3- 15, 2-6) The Panthers play Tennessee State 
within four points, 68-64, with 48.6 at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday in Nash-
seconds remaining but Eastern made ville, Tenn. 
4 of their final 6 free throws to leave "We got to guard the drib-
with the win. ble-drive a lot better than we did 
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Check out our newly redesigned 
website with slideshows, podcasts, 
and stories @ dennews. oom 
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Tennessee Tech 74, Eastern 57 
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tonight," Sallee said. "They're going 
to be hungry against us." 
Kevin Murphy can be reached at 
581-7944 or at kjmurphy@eiu.edu. 
GAME19: ATTENNESSEE 
STATE (7-10, 4-4) 
When: 4:30 p.m. on Saturday 
Location: Nashville, Tenn. 
Where: Gentry Center 
Probable Starters 
Eastern (2-16, 1-9) 
Pos. Name Ht. Yr. PPG 
C 0. Cisse 6-8 So. 4.4 
F J. Byrne 6-8 Sr. 5.9 
F B. Catchings 6-6 Sr. 11.8 
G B. Willhite 6-1 Sr. 5.9 
GAME19: ATTENNESSEE 
STATE (7-10, 4-4) 
When: 1 :30 p.m. on Saturday 
Location: Nashville, Tenn. 
Where: Gentry Center 
Probable Starters 
Eastern (9-9, 8-2) 
Pos. Name Ht. Yr. PPG 
F R.Galligan 6-2 Jr. 18.1 
F L. Kluempers 6-1 Jr. 4.9 
G D. Sims 5-10 So. 10.2 
G M. Edwards 5-7 So. 7.3 
G J. Anthony 6-4 Sr. 8.1 
Probable Starters 
Tennessee State 
Pos. Name Ht. Yr. PPG 
F J. Houston 6-8 Jr. 11.5 
F D. Cox 6-7 Fr. 6.6 
G R. Ervin 5-10 Sr. 4.7 
G B. Price 6-3 Jr. 18.6 
G G. Robinson 6-0 Fr. 15.1 
Tennesse State defeated Southeast 
Missouri 87-75 in Nashville, Tenn., 
on Thursday night. 
G J. Huffman 5-7 So. 8.9 
Probable Starters 
Tennessee State 
Pos. Name Ht. Yr. PPG 
c 0. Okafor 5-9 Jr. 15.4 
F T. Jackson 6-0 So. 8.2 
G K. Appling 5-7 Jr. 18.0 
G N.Rumph 5-6 So. 4.9 
G L. Pierce 5-6 So. 2.2 
Southeast Missouri defeated Ten-
nessee State 70-51 in Nashville, 
Tenn., on Thursday night. 
EFFICIENCY 1, 2, 3 & 4 BEDROOM 
UNITS AVAILABLE 
OVER 200 TO QfOOSE FROM! 
CALL TODAY! 
.AVAILABLE NOW! 
Snders 
&-Co. 
~ ..R.ec:zl ..Estczte J 
CALL 234-RENT 
www.dennews.com | the daily eastern news | Friday 1.18.08 SPORTS 11
By John Twork
Staff Reporter
Amy Reis works in a small office 
in a crowded corridor of Lantz Are-
na.
It is her job to sell Eastern sports.
If attendance numbers increase 
during the course of a season, Reis 
gets credit for a successful marketing 
campaign. But if there are too many 
empty seats, it is Reis’ responsibility 
to draw larger crowds. This is more 
of a challenge if the Panthers aren’t 
winning.
At larger universities, marketing 
and promotions directors typical-
ly oversee a staff of two to four full-
time workers.
But not Reis. She’s at it alone.
She is allotted one graduate stu-
dent and a handful of part-time stu-
dent workers.
Before Reis came to Eastern three 
years ago, the athletic department 
didn’t have a director of marketing 
and promotions.
Former Sports Information Direc-
tor Dave Kidwell was also respon-
sible for promoting and marketing 
Panthers athletics. But when Kidwell 
retired in 2006, former Athletic 
Director Rich McDuffie hired Reis 
for the newly-created, full-time posi-
tion.
Not an easy job
Reis has a substantially smaller 
annual marketing and promotions 
budget to pull from compared to 
schools like the University of Illinois.
Reis is forced to compete with 
Illinois for potential Eastern fans in 
Coles County and even with Eastern 
students who prefer driving 50 miles 
to the Assembly Hall, rather than 
walk a few hundred feet to Lantz 
Arena for a game.
It’s an uphill battle for Reis. Prog-
ress is slow.
“There are so many saturations 
of universities in Illinois,” Reis said. 
“And to have the University of Illi-
nois right up the road — typically, 
they’ve done well in men’s basketball 
... We kind of feel like we’re in their 
shadow sometimes, even though 
we’re in Division I basketball, too.”
But that has been a hard point to 
sell.
One of Reis’ challenges is con-
vincing student fans that Eastern bas-
ketball competes on the same level as 
schools such as Duke, UCLA and 
even Illinois. Last year, a member of 
Eastern’s Blue Crew argued with Reis 
about whether the men’s and wom-
en’s basketball teams can qualify for 
the NCAA tournament in March.
“I said, ‘Basketball is great because 
we would really go to March Mad-
ness, upon winning the OVC tour-
nament,’” Reis said.  “But they start-
ed disagreeing with me. They said, 
‘No, we go to the Division I-AA bas-
ketball tournament.’”
Reis told the Blue Crew member 
no such tournament exists.
“I think upon winning, it will 
become more evident that this is real-
ly Division I basketball,” Reis said.
Winners market themselves
Kidwell, who currently serves as 
assistant athletic director in charge 
of special projects, spent 34 years as 
an SID at Eastern and, based on his 
experience, he said winning teams 
essentially market themselves. He lik-
ened it to a cyclical process: Winning 
breeds interest, and if more fans start 
attending games, the team will build 
off the crowd’s energy and continue 
to play well.
When Kidwell was hired at East-
ern in 1972, the men’s basketball 
team competed at the Division II lev-
el. The Panthers were a tough team 
to beat.
“We were winning 20 games 
a year, and we were going to the 
NCAA tournament about every 
year,” He said.  “So the students got 
caught up in the whole idea that the 
team needs us there to help us win.”
Kidwell said men’s basketball also 
drew large crowds during the 2000-
01 season when the team qualified 
for the NCAA tournament. 
It’s been seven years since the Pan-
ther men had a winning season, and 
attendance numbers directly reflect 
the decline in Eastern’s success.  The 
Panthers are 2-16 (1-9 Ohio Valley 
Conference) this season, and they’ve 
averaged just 882 fans in their first 
eight regular-season home games.
Compare that to last season when 
Eastern averaged 1,104 fans per 
game.
“I would love to see Lantz Are-
na packed for every game,” Reis said. 
“I’d love to see a ticket demand. I 
would like to see a time when stu-
dents can’t easily get seats in the low-
er section.”
Apathy hurts attendance
But Reis said too many students 
seem apathetic to Eastern sports. 
She says she thinks their attitude is 
influenced by a number of factors, 
including the social culture, which 
has changed immensely over the past 
few decades.
“Everything is available at their 
fingertips in their dorm rooms,” Reis 
said.  “They can watch it on TV. 
They can watch it online. Twenty 
years ago, that was the social thing to 
do – come out to the sporting events 
because that’s where everyone was. 
Now we’re vying for entertainment 
dollars and entertainment attention.”
The Blue Crew
A few years before Reis was hired 
at Eastern, Kidwell helped create an 
organization intended to connect 
student fans to Panther sports. Dur-
ing the 2000-01 men’s basketball sea-
son, the Blue Crew was created and, 
thanks to the team’s success, the orga-
nization flourished. But Kidwell said 
when basketball began struggling the 
following year, interest in the Blue 
Crew started to decline.
Reis inherited the student orga-
nization in 2005. Since then, she’s 
worked with former Panthers cheer 
team adviser Andy White to devel-
op a particularly strong Blue Crew at 
Eastern’s football games.
Eastern senior Brian Allen-
sworth serves as the president of the 
Blue Crew. He said between 250-
300 Eastern students are Blue Crew 
members, but it is up to the individ-
uals to choose how many games they 
attend.
“We do not hold too many 
responsibilities on the members at 
all,” Allensworth said. “We under-
stand everyone is busy – me includ-
ed. We leave it up to members to 
come to the events, so their only job 
is to show pride in the university.”
Allensworth said despite the Blue 
Crew’s efforts, there is an obvious 
lack of support for Eastern athletics. 
“I think if the community got 
more involved, it would make a great 
atmosphere for the campus and then 
for the students,” Allensworth said. 
“You don’t see anything around town 
that supports our athletic teams. I 
also think there isn’t enough public-
ity on campus. You never see any-
thing around talking about upcom-
ing events.”
Of all the sports, football is the 
most attended but Reis said a win-
ning team generally leads to strong 
support.
“Are they coming out for the pro-
motions and the game environment, 
or are they coming out because the 
team’s winning?” Reis said. “I like to 
look at football and say we’ve got a 
great Blue Crew turnout because our 
football team is pretty darn good and 
the students really get behind that.”
But even after 10 winning seasons 
in the last 13 years, there are rarely 
sellouts at the 10,000-seat O’Brien 
Stadium. In fact, even when current 
Dallas Cowboys quarterback and 
former college standout Tony Romo 
played for the Panthers, the stands 
were not full. 
“When Tony was here, we drew 
OK numbers – but nothing spec-
tacular,” Kidwell said.  “Now, I’d 
like to go up to all the people who 
didn’t come to those games and say, 
‘See what you missed; you could’ve 
watched this future NFL star.’”
Marketing is an experiment
Kidwell and Reis have learned 
through experience there is not a 
scientific formula for drawing large 
crowds. Reis serves as the OVC 
National Athletic Conference Mar-
keting Association representative, 
allowing her to meet with other uni-
versity marketing and promotions 
directors from around the country to 
share ideas. She said they’ve come to 
a consensus that a successful market-
ing campaign is a result of hard work 
– and luck.
“Some nights you may have 
planned something great. You might 
have checked all the local calendars 
to make sure nothing else is going 
on, but it just fails,” Reis said.  “Then 
there are other things that just blow 
out of the water, and you’re looking 
around going, ‘This wasn’t supposed 
to be so good.’  So it’s hit and miss.”
Reis said she not only markets 
Panthers athletics to the student pop-
ulation, but also the entire commu-
nity. Eastern advertises in Charles-
ton, Mattoon, Effingham, Tusco-
la and other towns relatively close to 
campus. But Reis said it is a waste of 
money to promote Panther athletics 
40 miles north of Charleston because 
that’s typically Illini country.
Illinois Assistant Director of 
Sports Marketing Elizabeth Klatt 
said her staff generally doesn’t worry 
about other state schools stealing Illi-
ni fans from the Champaign-Urba-
na area.
“At times, you may see a com-
mercial on the TV or hear a radio 
spot for these other schools, but this 
is pretty rare,” Klatt said. “I would 
argue that most of the schools in the 
state do not market very heavily, if at 
all, in the Champaign area.”
But Klatt said even Illinois has 
marketing limitations.
“We realize most of the fan base 
comes from the local cities,” Klatt 
said.  “For instance, we don’t even 
try to market in Chicago. There-
fore, I think Illinois State and East-
ern probably stick to their geograph-
ic regions.”
“Tug on the sleeve”
Reis said the best way to attract 
new fans from the Coles County area 
is to market Eastern sports to grade 
school children.
“I call it the ‘tug on the sleeve 
concept,’ because when you have 
your two kids tugging on your sleeve 
saying, ‘I want to go to an Eastern 
game,’ the parents might come out 
and, upon having a good time, the 
kids have now become Eastern fans,” 
Reis said. 
Kidwell said based on ideas like 
this one, Reis has the ability to take 
Eastern’s marketing and promotions 
department to another level and ulti-
mately generate more revenue and 
draw larger attendance figures.
“She’s broadened the scope of that 
position and has done a lot more 
with it than I ever did,” Kidwell said.
And the never-ending challenge 
continues for Reis as she fights the 
uphill battle to sell Eastern athletics.
John Twork can be reached at 581-
7944 or at jdtwork@eiu.edu.
Reis advertises Eastern 
athletics with little help
Marketing director goes it alone
SAMANTHA STRYKOWSKI | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
amy reis is  the director of marketing and promotions for eastern athletics.  when asked what she enjoys most about her job position, she said  
“when you have quality athletes, it makes your job fun to market their programs and encourage fans to come out and support them.”
AThleTiCs | marketing
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ATTeNDANCe ACRoss 
The leAGue
school  Men   Women
austin Peay 2,960 691
eastern illinois 882 647
eastern kentucky 2,688 344 
Jacksonville state 1,167  777
morehead state 1,686      1,202
murray state 2,752      1,518
tennessee tech 1,446      1,126
tennessee state 2,462  256
tennessee-martin 2,637      1,050
samford  1,129 478
southeast missouri 3,334      1,375
•Stats are from the current season
The DAILY EASTERN NEWS SPORTS EDITOR s p 0 RTS WWW.DENN EWS.COM Scott Richey 
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NATIONAL SPORTS 
NBA 
Portland at Miami I 
6 tonight on ESPN 
NBA 
Golden State at Chicago I 
8:30 tonight on ESPN 
TRIPLE THREAT 
RayPadovan 
Eastern men's and women's 
swimming head coach Ray Pado-
van (above) will lead the Panthers 
into a dual meet at Valparaiso on 
Saturday. Junior Brent Noble and 
sophomore Lauren Zillmer lead the 
Panthers this season. 
Here are Valparaiso's top three 
swimmers. 
1. David Sivak-The freshman has 
the best times for the Crusaders in the 
50-yard freestyle (21.85 seconds), 100. 
yard freestyle (48.71) and the second-
best time in the 1 00-yard backstroke 
(56.07). 
2. Kyle Verage-The junior leads 
Valparaiso in the 1 OO.yard backstroke 
(5520), 200-yard backstroke (2:07.21) 
and the 1 00-yard breaststroke (1 :04.25). 
As a sophomore, Verage posted the 
sixth fastest time in Crusaders' history in 
the 1 00-yard backstroke (54.87) 
3. Grace Arnold -The fresh-
man has the top time in three events 
for the Crusaders: the 500-yard free-
style (5:20.83), the 1 ,000-yard freestyle 
(1 0:5 7.11) and the 200.yard individual 
medley (2:18.13). 
-Scott Richey 
KAITLIN SULLIVAN 
Getting 
used to 
the grind 
Most people take for grant-
ed the difficulty of life for a col-
lege athlete. A normal day in the 
life of an athlete here at Eastern 
would probably be considered 
ext rem ely stressful for a regular 
student. 
During the first week in 
August, all fall athletes move in 
early. There are no dining cen-
ters open, no neighbors to talk to 
and no places to go. It's just you, 
your teammates, and three-a-day 
training sessions. 
Three-a-days consist of timed 
fitness tests, technique training 
and practice sessions. Pre-season 
is a big shock for many incoming 
freshman because the intensity of 
the workouts are unlike anything 
they've ever experienced. 
» SEE SULLIVAN, PAGE 9 
MEN'S AND WOM EN'S SWIMMING 
Saturday at Valparaiso I 
1 p.m. - Valparaiso, Ind. 
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL I EASTERN 72, TENNESSEE TECH 66 
Balanced scoring equals win 
Four players finish in 
double figures 
By Kevin Murphy 
Associate Sports Editor 
A balanced team. 
It's something Eastern head coach 
Brady Sallee has been searching for 
all season. 
Thursday night, he found it. 
Four Panthers scored in double fig-
ures in their 72-66 win against Ten-
nessee Tech in Cookeville, Tenn. 
Eastern sophomore guard Jessi-
ca Huffman came off the bench and 
filled the role of injured starter Ellen 
Canale. 
Canale rolled her ankle last Satur-
day against Eastern Kentucky. Huff-
man, who missed four games this sea-
son because of a stress fracture, fin-
ished with II points, five rebounds, 
four assists and three steals. 
"I'm excited for (Huffman)," Sallee 
said. "She's a basketball junkie. The 
injury's slowed her down. It's taken 
her a while to get back. She was a big 
part of stretching (the lead) out." 
Huffman was the 2007 Ohio Val-
ley Conference Freshman of the Year, 
a 2007 All-OVC Second Team pick 
and a preseason First Team pick. 
The win also brought the Panthers 
(9-9, 8-2 Ohio Valley Conference) 
to a .500 record after the team start-
ed out 0-7. The eight league wins put 
the Panthers atop the league. 
The eighth OVC win this sea-
son also makes it one better since the 
Panthers finished 7-I3 last season 
in conference. Eastern has now won 
four straight against Tennessee Tech. 
However, TTU still leads the all-time 
series 20-7. 
"(Our team) pulled it out, espe-
cially down here in Cookeville," Sal-
lee said. "I'll take it." 
Eastern junior forward Rachel 
Galligan led the team with I8 points, 
while sophomore forward Maggie 
Kloak added II points. 
Eastern junior forward Lind-
sey Kluempers chipped in with 10 
points. Sophomore guards Domi-
nique Sims and Ashley Thomas add-
ed seven points. 
"It didn't matter what defense they 
had; we had the offense for us," Sallee 
said. '1 thought we did a good job of 
going where our bread was buttered." 
Eastern went on an II-0 run with 
II minutes, 54 seconds remaining 
ERIC HILTNER I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Sophomore guard Megan Edwards scored 5 points in Thursday night's 72-Q6 win at Tennessee Tech. The Panthers 
hold a first place lead over Southeast Missouri midway through Ohio Valley Conference play. 
that emphasized a balanced team. 
Megan Edwards, Kloak, Galli-
gan and Lauren Sturtevant all scored 
within the streak. It was capped off 
with Snmevant's 3-pointer. 
Kloak, who came off the bench, 
finished 7 -of-8 from the free throw 
line. The Panthers shot 22-of-27 from 
the free throw line. 
The Panthers won the rebound-
ing battle (35-32), shooting from 
the field (22-49) and scoring with 3-
point field goal shooting (6- I4). 
» SEE SCORE, PAGE 10 
MEN'S BASKETBALL I TENNESSEE TECH 74, EASTERN 57 
Trouble defending the 3 equals defeat 
Panthers lose fifth 
straight game, fall 
further in standings 
By Scott Richey 
Sports Ed itor 
Eastern held a first half lead of 
more than four points at Tennessee 
Tech on Thursday night - something 
the Panthers had only accomplished 
twice in their previous five games. 
But a surprising night from 3-
point range for the Golden Eagles led 
to Eastern's fifth straight loss as TTU 
won 74-57 in Cookeville, Tenn. 
TTU came into the game shoot-
ing just 32 percent before Thursday 
night's game. 
But TTU finished the game I2-of-
24 from beyond the arc, including 6-
of-I2 in the first half. Golden Eagles 
senior guard Anthony Fisher was 4-
of-9 from beyond the arc and led all 
scorers with I9 points. 
Even senior forward Amadi McK-
enzie got in the 3-point mix for the 
Golden Eagles. McKenzie had made 
I-of- I3 3-pointers on the season, but 
was a perfect 2-for-2 against the Pan-
thers, including an unusual shot early 
in the first half. 
McKenzie tried to throw an alley-
oop to junior center Daniel North-
ern but overshot and made a bas-
ket instead. McKenzie's fuke pass was 
ruled a 2-pointer at first and was not 
made a 3-pointer until several min-
utes later when referees were able to 
review the shot during a media time-
out. 
EASTERN SPORTS SCHEDULE 
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
Saturday at Tennessee State I 
1:30 p.m. - Nashville, Tenn. 
MEN'S BASKETBALL 
Saturday at Tennessee State I 
4:30p.m.- Nashville, Tenn. 
MEN'S AND WOMEN 'S NDOOR TRACK 
Eastern Mega Meet I 
Saturday 9 a.m. - Lantz Fieldhouse 
TTU took a six-point lead into 
halftime at 39-33 and did not relin-
quish it the rest of the game. 
Eastern (2-I6, I-9 Ohio Valley 
Conference) missed several layups in 
the second half, including a six and a 
half minute streak when the Panthers 
did not score. 
Eastern head coach Mike Miller 
said it was hard to explain the Pan-
thers' suddenly cold shooting in the 
second half. 
» SEE TROUBLE, PAGE 10 
MEN'S AND WOMEN'S INDOOR TRACK 
Saturday Jan. 26 Illinois Invite I 
9 a.m. - Champaign 
